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us some bread, and so we at a stall eat it, as every
body else did what they could get. I took a great deal
of pleasure to go up and down, and look upon the
ladies, and to hear the music of all sorts, but above
all, the twenty-four violins.55

Evelyn was often at Court, and was much liked by
the King.

" Being called into his Majesty's closet when Mr.
Cooper, the rare limner, was crayoning of the King's
face and head, to make the stamps by for the new
milled money now contriving, I had the honour to
hold the candle whilst it was doing, he choosing the
night and candle-light for the better finding out the
shadows. During this his Majesty discoursed with me
on several thing relating to painting and graving."

He did not enjoy Court life, although he had so
much of it. One day, with unusual frankness, he wrote,
" I came home to be private a little, not at all affecting
the life and the hurry of the Court." It was Evelyn
who " discovered" Grinling Gibbon the carver,
and introduced him to the King. This is one of his best
stories, very possibly because it shows Evelyn himself
in such a kindly light.

" This day I first acquainted his Majesty with that
incomparable young man Gibbon, whom I had lately
met with in an obscure place by mere accident as I was
walking near a poor solitary thatched house, in a field
in our parish, near Sayes Court. I found him shut in ;
but looking in at the window I perceived him carving